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commission to report to Louis on the situation in Ireland. At the end
he was so afraid of assassination that he left Dublin secretly and at
night.1

Avaux's despatches of the early part of September contain his only
expressions of satisfaction since his arrival in Ireland. After the first
consternation and the despair at seeing nothing ready for resistance to
Schomberg's advance, there was a feverish display of activity: dis-
banded troops were re-enlisted, with great trouble transport was found
to fetch a new French consignment of arms, and these arms were
distributed. Melfort's successor as War Minister was TyrconnePs
friend Nagle, and in spite of his French prejudice against civilian war
ministers, Avaux had to admit his competence.2 On September 10 he
wrote to Colbert de Croissy:

A fortnight ago we hardly hoped to put things into so good a
condition, but, since Lord Melfort left, Lord Tyrconnel and all the
Irish have worked so hard that we have been put in a state of
defence,

and a week later he wrote to Louvois,

Things have improved a good deal in the past week, reinforce-
ments have come in and there are now sufficient arms.

But Avaux realised the essential weakness of the army and that the
eagerness it showed to attack the enemy was not enough. With few
exceptions, the field officers were unreliable, and the subalterns worse,
and it was doubtful whether they would lead their men with courage;
the men still broke their muskets, and only those who had been at
Derry had ever fired a shot.

Schomberg was, as Avaux had anticipated, joined by all the Pro-
testants of Ulster, as well as by the relieved garrisons of Derry
and Enniskillen. In opposition to the advice of Avaux and Rosen
that he should destroy Dublin and retreat behind the Shannon, James
determined to advance against the enemy. On August 26 he es-
tablished his headquarters at Drogheda, thirty miles north of Dublin,
and Tyrconnel in Dublin worked hard fitting out regiments and sending
them to James as soon as they were ready. On September 12 Tyrconnel
joined the army and James held a review and expressed his satisfaction,

1  There was a fourth event in the same month from which James and Louis
expected great profit: the death of Pope Innocent XL The new Pope, Alexander
VIII, was less hostile to France, but hcftived for only one year, and his successor,
Innocent XII (the Pope of The Ring and the Book), pretended sympathy for
James, but did nothing for him.           *

2  Clarendon had had a high opinion of Nagle.